IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

JULIA BROGDON PURNELL, |
Plaintiff,

v. Case No. 10 CH 10972

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC., Judge Daniel A. Riley

Defendant.

AMENDED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS
FOR EXAMINATION OF BOOKS AND RECORDS

Now comes Julia Brogdon Purnell, through counsel, respectfully requesting this Court to
compel Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (“AKA”) to permit examination of AKA’s books and
records.

1. This is an action by Julia Brogdon Purnell, who has been a member of AKA, a
non-profit corporation, since 1942. Ms. Purnell held the highest position with AKA and
continues to this day to be a voting member of AKA. The action is brought pursuant to 805
ILCS 105/107.75 to allow Ms. Purnell to inspect the books and records of AKA because of
numerous allegations against the current president (“Supreme Basileus™), Barbara McKinzie,
who is believed to have transferred to herself from AKA compensation and gifts totaling well
over $1,000,000 during her short four-year tenure as head of the sorority, a traditionally
uncompensated position.

2. Ms. McKinzie, whose actions prompted Ms. Purnell’s request to examine AKA
records, is currently the subject of private litigation in Illinois and in Washington, DC, as well as
an investigation by the Illinois Attorney General. Upon information and belief, the Internal

Revenue Service is investigating AKA’s actions under Ms. McKinzie’s leadership. Additionally,



the Cook County Board of Commissioners is investigating Ms. McKinzie for purported fraud
against the County in matters unrelated to AKA.

3. A request to review records is an innocuous one that is routinely made and
granted. Defendant has inexplicably turned down repeated requests from Plaintiff to view
records to ensure that AKA is operating in its members’ best interest. Ms. Purnell’s goals are the
epitome of a proper purpose.

PARTIES
Julia Brogdon Purnell Has Devoted Much of Her Life to AKA

4. Julia Brogdon Purnell is a resident of Louisiana, a life member of AKA and the
Senior Former Supreme Basileus (President) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

5z Ms. Purnell has been a member of AKA for more than 60 years. She first joined
Beta Zeta Omega, the chapter in Orangeburg, South Carolina. When she moved to Charleston,
South Carolina in 1942, she helped found and became a member of the Gamma Xi Omega
Chapter. Finally, when she moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, she joined the Gamma FEta
Omega Chapter.

6. At the local level, she fulfilled many leadership roles, including Chapter
President, Vice President, and Parliamentarian. She also served as the South Eastern Regional
Director from 1956-1962.

7. From 1962 until 1966, Ms. Purnell served as AKA’s Supreme Basileus, the
highest office in the organization.

8. Under her leadership, AKA secured a $4 million contract to operate the first
federal Job Corps Center for women and opened its first National Program Office in

Washington, D.C.



9. She played a significant role in the effort for civil rights as a participant at the
invitation of President Kennedy in the "White House Conference of Three Hundred Women,"
and in 1964, she mustered national support for the passage of the Civil Rights Act.

10. Under Ms. Purnell's leadership, a program office was set-up in Washington, D.C.;
the second chapter of the Sorority was established outside of the United States in Nassau,
Bahamas; and in 1965, she convened the first Undergraduate Leadership School held in Zion,
linois.

11. Upon the end of her term, Ms. Purnell became an active member of AKA for life.
She is also a permanent voting member of the Boule. Article IV, Section 2 of AKA’s Bylaws
and Article IV Section 1 of AKA’s Constitution, the relevant sections of which are attached as
Exhibit A.

12. Ms. Purnell remains actively involved not only in the national organization, but
also in her regional chapter.

13 Ms. Purnell has encouraged innumerable women to join AKA because she
believes so strongly in the organization. Currently, more than twenty women in her family are
active members.

Julia Brogdon Purnell Has Spent Her Professional
and Personal Life Fighting for Justice

14, In addition to all her work on behalf of others in her multitude of roles within
AKA, Ms. Purnell has shown a commitment to doing good and helping others in other facets of
her life.

15. Ms. Purnell was invited to and attended one meeting with President John F.
Kennedy and two meetings with President Lyndon B. Johnson in order to help them address civil

rights issues. All three meetings took place at the White House.



16.  As President of The Links, a national volunteer service organization for
professional women of color, Ms. Purnell secured a grant of more than $100,000 from the
Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Program (LEAA) of the U.S. Department of Justice.
That money was shared with five other civic organizations in their joint efforts to prevent and
treat delinquency among female juveniles.

17. Among her many other civic activities, Ms. Purnell is a life member of the
National Council of Negro Women and the NAACP. She is also a member of the Baton Rouge
YWCA, Women in Politics, the League of Women Voters, and the Blundon Home for Orphans,
the local Girl Scouts’ Executive Board, and the Steering Committee on the Status of Women in
Louisiana. Ms. Purnell and her sister established a Service Center at Bethel A.M.E. Church.

18.  In addition to her involvement in numerous civic and religious organizations, Ms.
Purnell also devoted her professional life as an educator to helping others. She belongs to a
number of professional organizations, including the International Reading Association, the
American Association of University Professors, the National Association of College Women, the
National Reading Association, and the Louisiana Reading Association. Ms. Purnell has been
awarded eight honorary degrees and is a member of three academic honor societies.

AKA is a Non-Profit Corporation and Its Leaders
Have a Fiduciary Duty to the Sorority

19.  AKA was incorporated on January 20, 1913 as a private, nonprofit corporation
organized under the laws of the District of Columbia. AKA maintains its corporate headquarters
at 5656 South Stony Island Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60637. AKA is registered as a foreign
corporation in the State of Illinois and has a certificate of authority to conduct affairs in Ilinois

under the Illinois General Not for Profit Corporation Act.



20.  AKA has more than 55,000 financially active members and a full membership of
over 200,000 in more than 900 chapters spread across the country and around the world.

21 The leadership of AKA has a duty to act in good faith and in the best interests of
AKA and its members. They are bound to follow the AKA Constitution and Bylaws, Soror Code
of Ethics and Code of Conduct for Directorate Members.

22, Included in the Code of Conduct for Directorate Members is an obligation to act
in the best interest of AKA and not to use their position for their own gain.

23.  Barbara McKinzie is the current Supreme Basileus of AKA. She entered into that
position on July 15, 2006 at AKA’s biennial meeting known as the Boule, which began on July
12, 2006.

24.  Prior to Ms. McKinzie, no Supreme Basileus was paid for their work beyond
reimbursement for AKA-related expenses; it was viewed as a volunteer position.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

25. Jurisdiction and venue are proper pursuant to 805 ILCS 105/107.75 as AKA

maintains its principal office within Cook County, Illinois.
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

26. 805 ILCS 105/107.75 states that “[alny voting member shall have the right to
examine, in person or by agent, at any reasonable time or times, the corporation's books and
records of account and minutes, and to make extracts therefrom, but only for a proper purpose.”

27.  Asanon-profit corporation headquartered in the State of Illinois and registered as
a foreign corporation in the State of Illinois, AKA is required to comply with 805 ILCS

105/107.75.



28.  Upon information and belief, all records at issue in this position are housed in
AKA'’s corporate headquarters.

29.  The policy-making body of AKA is known as the Boule. See Article III, Section
I of the AKA Constitution, the relevant sections of which are attached as Exhibit A.

30. Because she is a Former Supreme Basileus, it is undisputed that Ms. Purnell is a
voting member of the Boule. See Article IV, Section 1d), of the AKA Constitution, attached in
relevant part as Exhibit A,

31. Itis in the best interest of AKA that the leaders of the organization operate in the
organization’s best interest.

32.  Fraud and gross mismanagement by AKA leadership would be against the
organization’s best interests.

Julia Brogdon Purnell Has Been Concerned with Barbara McKinzie’s
Behavior as it Pertains to AKA for Far Longer than
Ms. McKinzie’s Tenure as Supreme Basileus

33. Ms. Purnell first became familiar with Ms. McKinzie when the latter was
Executive Director of AKA in or around 1985. Ms. Purnell thought that Ms. McKinzie had
financial difficulties running AKA and was not surprised when Ms. McKinzie was terminated by
then Supreme Basileus Janet Ballard.

34, In 1998, Ms. McKinzie was elected Treasurer of AKA. Ms. Purnell did not vote
for her because of concerns about her ability to manage the finances of the organization.

35. In 2002, Ms. McKinzie was elected First Supreme Anti-Basileus, which is the
second highest position in the organization. The First Supreme Anti-Basileus automatically

becomes the Supreme Basileus at the end of the current Supreme Basileus’ term. Ms. Purnell did






